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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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some days defeat feels certain.


The story of Job gives us a picture of how the devil wage war against us and wish for our defeat.  


    As Christians our war is  “against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12) . This tells us that we are not free from the schemes of the devil, being the form of temptation or inflicting pain on us. In each day of our lives, our faith will be tested and it's our duty to prove that we are for God no matter the condition.  


     During Job's trials he said, “I was born with nothing, and I will die with nothing. The Lord gave, and now he has taken away. May his name be praised!' “ In spite of everything that had happened, Job did not sin by blaming God 


( Job 1:21-22). 


    Remember that in times of trials relying on God's word is the surest and ultimate way out. Our best effort on our best day with our best attitude cannot grant us victory but with the help of God, victory is assured. 


Keep the faith and hold steadfast to the hope.


                    


	Love you in Christ





	Collins Boakye








     Many people today treat the Bible as a practical guide to life.  They see Scripture as a  divine self-help book.  “If I follow the teachings in this book“, they say to themselves,” I will have the job I want, the relationships I want, money in the bank, and great health.”  But I’m afraid if you read the Bible in that way, you’re missing the point entirely.


      Certainly, many of the teachings 


in Scripture are practical.  Take for instance, drunkenness, adultery, and fornication. There are many practical reasons why a person should abstain from these things.  A person will likely live a longer and happier life if he abstains from these things.  And if he treats others with kindness, dignity, and respect, he will usually live happier still.


     But if you think the teachings of Jesus are tantamount to pragmatism, then you and I are not reading the same Jesus


Do the Teachings of Jesus Work?


 People often want to know if the teachings of Jesus “work.”  Many social reformers have used Jesus’ teachings about meekness and non-violence as a practical strategy for social reform.  Others have looked to Jesus’ teachings to learn how to be more effective leaders in their organizations.  And countless individuals have desperately sought advice for improving their relationships in the teachings of Jesus.


     When Jesus’ teachings prove to be effective for achieving their desired goals, these folks loudly proclaim, “The teachings of Jesus work!”  On any given Sunday, you can hear a preacher telling anecdote after anecdote to illustrate how Jesus’ teachings work.  “Just last week,” a preacher might say, “a young boy showed kindness to a bully at school and now that bully is his best friend.  Therefore, love your enemies because it 


works!”


But Jesus didn’t tell us to be meek, to








 follow me, you need to realize there is a good chance you’ll lose everything and probably be killed.  So before you begin this journey with me, you need to be prepared to lose it all.”


     And obviously, He was right.  For 2,000 years, people have been slaughtered for being disciples of Jesus.  Historically speaking, Christianity has proven to be more of a practical way to die rather than a practical way to live a longer and happier life.


Then Why Follow Jesus?


    Jesus isn’t a philosopher whose philosophy we prefer to other teachers.  We don’t follow Jesus because we believe His teachings are a practical guide to chasing the American Dream.  We follow Jesus for this simple reason:  because He is the Son of God!


     The one who follows Jesus only when – and only because – it is practical and convenient, is no disciple of Christ.  The real test of discipleship is following Christ when it’s impractical, when it gets you thrown into prison, when it causes people to dislike you, when it causes people to speak poorly of you, when it costs you money, or even when it costs you your life. When others abandoned Him because of His teachings, Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Do you want to go away as well?”  But they answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God” (John 6:68-69)


Simple enough, isn’t it? We follow Him because He is “the Holy One of God” and He has “the words of eternal life.”  Often His teachings are practical, but we don’t obey because they are practical.  We obey because we believe!





			





The Bible:  A Practical Guide to Life?


By Wes McAdams








   turn the other cheek, to love our enemies, and to humbly serve others because these are practical strategies for achieving our desired goals.  He told us to do this because in so doing, God is glorified by our faithful obedience.


     Sometimes loving an enemy results in converting an enemy to a friend.   But other times, loving an enemy results in being laughed at, being ignored, or even being thrown to the lions or nailed to a cross.  Either way, the disciple of Jesus will bring glory to God because he has obeyed his Master.  Jesus calls this type of living, the “blessed” life (Matt 5:3-12).





Following Jesus could Get You Killed   


    Jesus didn’t tell His disciples, “Follow me and all your dreams will come true.”  Jesus wasn’t a politician, a motivational speaker, or a self-help guru.  In fact, Jesus taught people that following Him would likely result in their deaths:


    If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.  For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, “This man began to build and was not able to finish.”  Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?  And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace.  So therefore, any one of 


you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:26-33)


   In other words, He told people, “If  you





WOUNDED BUT NOT DEFEATED�“fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand". (Isa. 41:10) 





In under-developed countries it's common to see people especially children walk bare footed and partially naked (only underwear on). To them they are fully clothed and protected and do not fear what will hurt them.  During winter and summer they are not worried about the harsh environmental conditions. Their minds have been conditioned to accept that they are protected even if they are fragile and at risk of danger. People who live in natural disaster zones like volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis    live each day with the hope that they will survive.  These people refuse to move because they believe that the terrible environment is a place of their own and nothing will cause them to leave.  This sort of hope and lifestyle surprise me a lot. A hope which is built on just feeling and no assurance but it is a hope that strengthens me for the better hope I have in Christ. 


     Which of us has not experienced a pitiful disappointment in the Christian life? Defeat against the constant bombardment of the world, the flesh, and the devil we battle every day to believe the promises of God held out for us in the Gospel. And, if we’re honest, some days we don’t feel like we’re winning at all. In fact,
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood;  Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her 


parents also; Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother.  Mary Scott; Rachel Norman;


 June Guyton; James Adams; Donna 


Simmons’ mother.  Steve Huff’s mother; 


Dion Clark’s mother Annette Rogers;


 Donny Gilbert; Larry Coots; Courtney 


Quinn; mother battling cancer; 


Rhonda Ditter; Denise Bowman’s mother


battling cancer Donnie Harper; The Horat


family at Kathy’s passing;  Sam Adams 


recouping from his surgery. Also remember 


Debbie Adams’ mother.


Remember all of our babies and little ones. 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers. 





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Don Gilbert


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper—Perry Betterton 


   Asst. 1-----David Ditter 


   Asst. 2-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 3-----Dion Clark 


   Asst. 4-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer---Patrick Miles


Read Scripture--- Cecil Douthitt


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Gary Humfleet 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Randal Rogers


Song Leader---Drew Bowman


2ed Prayer-----Bill Scott


Read Scripture---W. McClendon


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Perry Betterton


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Jack Green


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Kaleb Keenan


 Invitation---Perry Betterton 


 Closing Prayer---Steven Tramell	





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














